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RALLY CLAYS® FORMAT & RULES 2026

By participation in a RALLY CLAYS event all competitors agree to abide by these rules, conditions and agree to the disclaimer.

MATCHES
· Matches are recommended to be a minimum number of targets thrown in total (e.g. 30, 50 or 70) agreed at the outset after which if the scores are tied a win by two clear points will decide the victor. 
· There will an entry fee payable up front, the value of which will be of the organiser’s choosing.
· Options for covering the cost of the clays can be either a) split between the shooters or b) loser pays for all the clays to be mutually agreed between competitors and declared by the referee at the outset.
· Where a high entry fee is set, this fee will also cover the cost of the clays.
· Any side-betting must abide by the gambling laws of each state, region or country.
SAFETY
· Tournaments and matches must abide by the local rules of the grounds on which they are taking place (shot size restriction; load restriction etc.).
· All competitors and spectators must wear eye and ear protection while shooting or when near matches taking place.
· Guns must be carried open and unloaded (or with breech flag fitted for semi-autos) when not in use, especially when changing sides.
· Guns not in use should be checked as unloaded when put down and picked up and should either be in a rack or a gun slip.
· Alcohol consumption is prohibited until a competitor’s wristband (or other designated indicator) has been removed – removal will signify completion of their participation in the event.
· The organisers reserve the right to refuse to allow anyone to shoot if they believe them to be under the influence of any substance (entry fee will be forfeit, no refund will be available in such circumstances).
THE FORMAT

SINGLES
· Each singles match will be shot head-to-head with two shooters standing beside each other between 3m and 5m apart.
· There will be ten targets marked 1 – 10.
· There will be a coin toss.
· The winner of the coin toss can choose the side from which to begin the match or to shoot target 1 first or second.
· The loser of the coin toss can choose the option (above) not taken by the winner. 
· 'Pull' will only be called on the first target of each point.
· Thereafter all targets are ‘on report’ back and forth between shooters, launched when the previous target is broken.
· Each target can have full use of gun, but no more than two shots at each.
· First shooter to miss loses the point.
· The winner of the previous point has the honour to call 'pull' for the first target of each point or ask their opponent to call 'pull' instead.
· Each match will consist of the number of targets agreed at the outset by the organiser / with the referee.
· Shooters will change sides when the points are level (1 all; 2 all; etc.)
· After the minimum number of targets thrown (agreed at the outset) if the scores are still tied, a win will be by two clear points (two points won in a row).
· If all targets 1 - 10 are broken, 9 will not be thrown and 10 will followed by 8 and 7, back to 1 and up again and so on until a target is missed and the point is lost.
· The following point to the one lost will be started with the next target in the sequence to the one missed (8 will be thrown even if it was to be missed in the sequence). 
· The referee will call the point scored to the winner by name after blowing the whistle and advise which target is next and in which direction the sequence is moving (“5 followed by 4” or “5 followed by 6”).
RULES
· By participating all competitors shall agree to the rules.
· There will be a button pusher (trapper) and a referee who will be responsible for clicking clays used and calling a miss.
· The referee's decision will be final.
· By participating all competitors agree to filming taking place the rights of which shall be retained by Rally Clays®.
· Any loading equipment employed must fit into the cage the ground has chosen; or a 120cm x 120cm square; or hoop with the diameter of 120cm
· Any loading equipment employed must be easily moveable at change of sides and not cause undue delay between points or at change of sides (guidance: 20 seconds between points; 90 seconds changing sides)
· All equipment for the match must be on or around the chair provided.
· Guns can only be swapped out at change of sides (when points are level) and then without undue delay.
· For unsportsmanlike behaviour; safety violations; and rule infractions a red and yellow card system will be employed.
· Yellow cards will be a clear warning; two yellow cards will equal a red; red cards will indicate disqualification (on receiving a red card a participant’s entry fee will be forfeit, no refund will be available in such circumstances).
NO TARGET
· In the event of no target appearing the target will be thrown again as soon as the trap arm has cycled.
· In the event of a second ‘no target’ from the same trap, a 'let' will be played and the point restarted from this trap after the it has been cleared.
MISFIRES
· In the event on a misfire the shooter will raise their hand and call for a ‘let’.
· If a cartridge primer has been struck and failed to detonate the point will be lost.
· If a referee hears an abnormal detonation or has any other safety concerns, he will blow a series of short whistles, call a 'let', and the point will be restarted (see above ‘no birds’) once the issue has been addressed.
· The same series of short whistles will be blown to pause a point if the referee has any other safety concerns. 
· If a competitor suspects a poor detonation resulting in a suspected stuck wad, they shall raise their hand and call for a ‘let'.
· If, on inspection, no wad is found to be stuck, the point will be lost.
· A gun with one malfunctioning barrel may only be swapped at change of ends (when points are level). 
GUN MECHANICAL FAILUIRE
· If neither barrel is functional (through mechanism failure or other issue) the shooter will forfeit the match and as the loser, he / she will be liable for the cost of all of the clays (if playing ‘loser pays’ and if the miss does not result in level points and change of ends when the gun may be changed). 
RIGHTS
· The tournament organiser shall retain the right to refuse entry to the competition.
· The tournament organiser shall retain the right to disqualify participants for unsportsmanlike behaviour.
· The tournament organiser shall retain the right to disqualify participants for rule infractions.
· The tournament organiser shall retain the right to disqualify participants for safety violations.
· “Rally Clays®” is a registered trademark: No. UK00004099855 
· World Rally Clays Association Ltd.™ is the owner of all rights to Rally Clays® events whether ‘Showdown’; ‘Tournament’ format; ‘Winner Stays On’ format; ‘Invitational’; ‘Have a Go’ or practice. This sport’s rules are the exclusive property of the World Rally Clays Association Ltd.™ and may not be reproduced, exploited or used, partially or totally, in any capacity, or in any form whatsoever without prior written authorisation.
DISCLAIMER 
· Neither the World Rally Clays Association Ltd.™, nor Rally Clays® is not liable for any injury, death, damage, or loss incurred by any participant or spectator.

DECLARATION


	I have read and understood the rules and agree to abide by them.




	I have read and understood the disclaimer.


United Kingdon participants only


	I am a shotgun certificate holder 





	I am not a prohibited person under Section 21 of the Firearms Act 1968
(Custodial sentences more than three months mean you are a prohibited person under Section 21 of the Firearms Act 1968. A five-year prohibition exists for a sentence of three months to three years and a life prohibition exists for a term over three years.)
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